Hats off to Egypt

Written by Akram Miknas

Every time I travel to Egypt, I make sure that the top priority on my agenda is touristic and cultural. After completing the business meetings, I rush to visit the pyramids, which dazzle me every time with their grandeur and the magic of their civilization. Whenever I look at the pyramids, I can almost hear the sounds and noise of the ancient Egyptian engineers and workers bringing these huge stones from southern Egypt and stacking them on top of each other with legendary skill. 
I also often visit one of my most important friends, a prominent figure in Egypt with whom I share a tremendous love of heritage and culture. He always welcomes me in his house, which in itself is like a wonderful museum, filled with the richness of the heritage and charm of Egypt's civilization and history extending more than seven thousand years.
I was amazed as I watched the eye-catching golden parade when the mummified remains of 22 pharaohs were being transferred to the new National Museum of Egyptian Civilization in Fustat. This majestic event caught the world's attention and conclusively proved that the ancient Egyptian civilization was and still is a source of inspiration for many people around the world.
These royal mummies should have been transferred in the dark under heavy security to avoid the risk of damage or exposure to any unfortunate incident was very high. However, the brave and innovative Egyptians decided to transform this transfer into an event through which they attracted the world's attention, while maintaining the heavy security. 
As a man who worked in the advertising and public relations industry for about fifty years, I must pay tribute to the intelligence of those in charge of this idea. It brought back to Egypt the glamour and reputation that it deserves around the world, while upholding the role of the Egyptian political leadership in sponsoring this event.

The event was doubly amazing as the authorities could not overlook the risks, given the crimes of organizations like ISIS in destroying human civilization, archaeological sites, museums, libraries, archives, and others in places like Mosul, Iraq, Palmyra in Syria and other locations on the UNESCO World Heritage List. We can’t forget how Taliban at the end of the last century destroyed Buddha statues in central Afghanistan.

The parade of royal mummies is a civilized message from Egypt to the whole world. It affirmed Egypt’s historical and civilizational standing and its determination to contribute to human development and continue the legacy of its ancestors.
Following the diversity of the exhibits in the new National Museum of Egyptian Civilization, the visitor is taken on a journey from its well-known beginnings at the hands of the Pharaohs, continuing through what the land of Egypt witnessed from successive civilizations, up to the Islamic civilization. This is created through a unique intermingling of artefacts that reflect the continuity of the Egyptian civilization, and the country’s success in linking its past with the present; proving that it is a descendant of the pharaohs and at the same time adheres to its Arab and Islamic heritage.

My congratulations and gratitude go out to the Egyptian people for this great celebration and this amazing parade. It was indeed a historic day for a great civilization. Egypt proves to the world once again the power of its history, civilization, and greatness, and has ignited in us feelings of pride that we as Arabs belong to this great land.
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