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I once read that the former president of Brazil, Dilma Rousseff, who took power between 2011-2016 noticed that her popularity didn't increase in line with her achievements in serving Brazilians. She decided to conduct an opinion poll to ensure that her people's basic needs were met, but she was surprised that most of the poor Brazilians were not interested in her government's accomplishments. People were only interested in bringing up a son who is a talented football player to save them from poverty, as happened with Neymar and his family.

Feelings of nationalism, pride, and raising the nation’s flag in international stadiums no longer capture the attention of footballers. I only remember Pele in the Brazil shirt, Maradona in the Argentina shirt, as well as Platini and other legends of the game, but today I do not know Messi much except with the Barcelona shirt, and some may forget that Ronaldo is Portuguese, as is Mohamed Salah, although they call him "the young pharaoh", he is a Liverpool footballer, more than being Egyptian footballer.

All these ideas and others came to my mind as I read a topic about the creation of a "European Super League" with the participation of 12 of the most prominent European clubs and the support of the American investment bank JP Morgan. I went into the matter and found that this has come about due to a conflict over funds and revenues between those clubs, and the traditional regulators of the game in Europe.

I am a businessman, and I am aware of the effect of money, and its ability to develop everything, including football. But I also realize that money is a weapon that must be used with caution. I worked throughout my life with the advice given to me by a bank manager when he asked me: Do you want to be a slave to money or money to be a slave to you? So, I chose the second option, as money is an obedient slave, but it may turn into a corrupt master.

I agree with Mr. Florentino Perez, the president of the “European Super League” when he said that "football should develop, as life evolves." But you cannot hide, Mr. Perez, that money, and money alone is the reason for creating this super league, not “Saving football” as you claim, or “Making the matches more competitive and attractive”.

At the same time, I quite justify Mr. Perez's move, especially in the light of the questionable regulators of the game such as UEFA, and even FIFA. They have shown that they are unable to meet the aspirations of the big clubs that think they don’t get the returns they deserve.

I love sports and practice it almost daily, and I realize that a healthy mind is in a healthy body. Also, we have a special company in "Promoseven" for the marketing of sporting events, and I have implemented many contracts with Olympic and tennis tournaments, so I fully realize how important sports are to business and finance, and even politics and development.

This makes me reflect on the state of football in our Arab countries, as the number of Arab teams on the FIFA classification has declined. Teams like Algerian, Kuwaiti, Saudi, Tunisian, or Moroccan no longer compete well in continental championships or the World Cup. And yet, we have several world-class players in the biggest European clubs, such as Mohamed Salah, Riyad Mahrez, Yassin Bono, and others. We shouldn’t also forget the Arab origins of players and other coaches such as Zinedine Zidane and Karim Benzema.

I am quite certain that if we were to form an Arab football team with these world-class players, we would win the World Cup without any competition, and it would advance the game in all Arab countries. Maybe this is only a dream, but my dream isn’t as ambitious as that of Mr. Perez, who created the European Super League after he rebelled against outdated laws. Perhaps one day we can tell FIFA that the Arabs, who have not been able to unify politically or economically, are trying to unify themselves in football at least!
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