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Mr. Akram Miknas, chairman and founder of PROMOSEVEN HOLDINGS B.S.C.C. (P7H), is known to be one of the pillars of modern marketing communications in the Middle East. He has just been recognized as No. 3 in the Middle East’s 50 Most Powerful People in Media, Marketing and Advertising. 


His involvement in real estate development, especially after the successful completion of the Pearl Towers (Abraj Al Lulu), anchored him as a leading accomplished developer in the Gulf.


In early 2000, he branched into the hospitality business and successfully managed and built several hotels and outlets in Bahrain. His success in this business was crowned by becoming the franchisee of McDonald’s in Lebanon; where he built the business from 7 restaurants to 26 restaurants in 5 years.  


Promoseven Holdings, a major business conglomerate in the Gulf, records a turnover in excess a billion dollars per annum. It finds its roots in Fortune Promoseven started by Mr. Miknas in Lebanon in 1968, which is today the largest advertising and communications network in the Middle East and North Africa, ranking 52nd in the world and employing over 4,200 inspired professionals. Fortune Promoseven enjoys a pervasive presence with offices in Abu Dhabi, Dubai, Bahrain, Oman, Kuwait, Qatar, Lebanon, Morocco, Algeria, Egypt, Jordan, Palestine, Jeddah, Riyadh, Dammam and Al Khobar in Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and Tunisia. 

Marketing Communications
 Middle East Communication Networks
Promoseven Holdings owns 49% shares in the Middle East Communication Networks (MCN), which is the largest marketing and communications group in the Arab world. MCN establishments have marked several major accomplishments and landmarks to their credit over the years. MCN companies include:

· Fortune Promoseven – the mainstream division of the various offices offer through-the-line advertising solutions for a wide spectrum of clients, across various industry sectors. Major clients include BMW, Nivea, Coca Cola, McDonald's, MasterCard, Lufthansa, Cathay Pacific, Sony, Microsoft, Batelco, BIC F1, L’Oreal Paris and Standard Chartered. 
· Universal Media 7, the media arm of Fortune Promoseven's advertising network, received the prestigious 'Media Communications Company of the Year' award in the Arabian Business Achievement Awards 2005. 

· Brandbeat is a full service strategic and design company specializing in the creation and revitalization of local and regional brands at a regional and international level.

· Seven Below answers the growing demand for retail communications in the region. A holistic targeted retails solution is offered to clients encompassing consumer, trade and channel activity. 

· Promoseven Relationship Marketing is the largest Relationship Marketing Agency in the Middle East. Its range of activities covers database management and analysis, online and digital solutions, loyalty programs, business-to-business, custom publishing and direct marketing. 

· Promoseven Weber Shandwick is an independent division established in the Middle East in 1983 as a full service public relations consultancy. It has grown into the largest public relations network in the Middle East and North Africa throughout the network of 17 offices.

· Promoseven Sports Marketing specializes in the power of sports as a marketing vehicle for Middle East countries, companies and products with proven growth in tourism and economies. Promoseven Sports has been appointed along with Dentsu as the exclusive worldwide marketing agents for the Asian Games.

· Initiative is a media planning and buying agency that delivers more insights, more innovation and more impact for their clients’ brands. Initiative has won a gold and two bronze awards at Campaign Middle East’s Media Awards in 2006.
· Lowe Mena is part of the Lowe network worldwide and is full service advertising agency. It is known for its creative focus and for its specialization in developing value ideas. The Lowe Dubai office was named as one of the 10 important hubs amongst the Lowe Worldwide network.
· Magna Global offers true value-added media buying solutions for a wide spectrum of brands. Magna is known in the media industry in the region to be the powerhouse that provides a unique “cost effective plus” solution to its clients. It is also well-known for providing leading edge solutions in product placement, sponsorship, competitions, free space strategies and interactive media solutions in the broadcast media sphere.
· Momentum We do something nobody else does. That’s because Momentum is uniquely about ideas that can’t be easily contained or categorized. Momentum’s ideas come from one of their four disciplines – event, promotional or retail marketing or sponsorship – or any combination thereof. Activating demand, moving brand-in-mind to brand-in-hand – that’s what Momentum is all about.

· Draft
Hospitality 
Mr. Miknas owns several major hospitality and leisure companies in the Kingdom of Bahrain including:

· Seven Leisure Restaurant Management WLL
· Al Bustan Hotel (JJ’s and BJ’s)

· Coral Beach Club (Coral Bay)

· Camelot Restaurant
· City Centre Hotel Management

· Miknas Food SAL (McDonald’s Lebanon)
Real Estate
Mr. Miknas is the owner of various real estate companies which has a number of properties in the United Kingdom, Australia, Lebanon, Dubai and Bahrain. The estimated turnover of which is more than US$100M.

· Australia 
· Promoseven Pty. Ltd

· Bluechip Development Corporation (Cairns) Pty. Ltd.
· Lebanon
· Manama Real Estate SAL

· Miknas Holdings

· Dubai Estate SAL

· 877 Sin El Fil SAL
· Bahrain
· Aman Real Estate Development

· Daih Real Estate Development

· Pearl Development
· UAE
· Tower 7

· MCN Hive

Other Companies
Mr. Miknas is also the owner/partner of several investment ventures and companies.

· Bahrain
· Gulf Export Technology (GET)

· Eagle Studio WLL

· Decorators WLL

· Bahrain Film Production 

· Golden Bull

· Steel Tech

· Fairmech
· United Kingdom
· Hi-Point Investment Inc.

· Alf Investment
· UAE
· OnBoard International

Social Club Memberships
· Euro Media Consultants (EMC International)

· American University of Beirut Alumni Steering and Founding Committee in Bahrain

· The appointed Honorary Consul General of the Republic of Panama.

· Chairman and co-founder of Advista Arabia

· Honorary Ambassador of Brisbane

· Board of Governors – Capital Club

· Board of Trustees – Arab Forum for Environment and Development (AFED)

· Chairman of the Board – Italian-Bahraini Friendship Association

Among the many awards bestowed on Mr. Miknas
· Best Citizen Award (1962); from The International College, Beirut

· Company Award L'Orient/le Jour Golden Award for creativity in 

               Lebanon (1975)

· Golden Mercury International Award for contributing to the growth 

               and development of the advertising industry in Bahrain (1978) 

· Bahrain Certificate of Merit by the Ministry of Information (1981)

· A medallion by Bahrain's Minister of Information for contributing to 

               public information (1983)

· The Star Gazers Award By Middle East Broadcasting Corporation 

               (1996)

· Recognition from Ministry of Information at the Music Heritage 

               Festival, Bahrain held in April 2000.

· GCCAA medallion of appreciation at the end of tenure as Vice 

               Chairman, GCC Chapter in March 2004

· Award of Honor in recognition for his outstanding contribution and 

               support to the Alumni Association of American University of Beirut 

               (2007).

· No. 3 on Communicate’s Power List 2011 (Middle East’s 50 Most 

 
Powerful People in Media, Marketing and Advertising
· Arab Ad Man of the Year 

· AM Person of the Year (2018)


On 30th January 2007, Mr. Miknas was appointed Honorary Ambassador of Brisbane, Queensland.


Mr. Miknas was born in Tripoli, Lebanon on May 29, 1944. He studied at the International College of Beirut and the American University of Beirut majoring in Business Administration. He holds Bahraini, Lebanese and Panamian nationalities.


Mr. Miknas is an avid collector of antiques and objects d'art. He also has a large fascinating collection of film and photography equipment, musical boxes, automata, clocks and watches that date back to the early mid-19th century. 


Mr. Miknas has a beautiful collection of twenty-five vintage and heritage cars, some dating as far back as 1924. The cars are all in working order and frequently used, and also go on display at parades and at exhibitions and at the Formula One Pre-event race in the local community.   

Dubai Moving Image Museum

The Dubai Moving Image Museum is located on the first floor of MCN Hive – the group’s regional HQ tower in Tecom, Dubai.


The Dubai Moving Image Museum is the only one of its kind in the world. Housing the private collection of Mr. Akram Miknas, which he has accumulated over twenty-five years, the Dubai Moving Image Museum was born out of Mr. Miknas’ wish to share his collection with the public, hoping to inspire and educate the region with an exciting part of history. All items in the museum are original, dating back from the 1730s to the twentieth century.


The museum is unique not only in its subject matter and location, but in the overall experience. The Dubai Moving Image Museum exhibits more than 300 unique artefacts presented for the first time in Middle East, Asia and Africa. It is the only one of its kind in the world and was inaugurated by Sheikh Majid bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Chairman of Dubai Culture and Arts Authority, on January 2014. This rare and unique collection covers the entire development of visual entertainment, from the earliest days of shadows theaters to the invention of 3D and cinema. We offer visitors an interactive experience where children and adults can make a magical journey into the past. 

Preface of the museum book by Mr.Akram Miknas:

“At long last and after 40 years of nurturing and harnessing my passion for the Image, I’m excited to be launching the Museum of Moving Image, Dubai.


Since childhood, I’ve been interested in photography and have been intrigued by the ability of man to capture images.


As I chose advertising and marketing communications as my area of business, I became more and more interested in the development and history of imagecapture and subsequently the movement of images as it developed through the centuries.


During my search, I’ve had the opportunity to meet many collectors, dealers, and auctioneers specialized in this field who share the same passion for it as I do.


Over the past few decades, I have diligently and passionately collected artifacts that document the entire progression of the moving image, it’s development and the innovation which ultimately gave rise to the technology that put motion to image as we are accustomed to seeing today.


The concept of the Moving Image Museum was born not only out of my true love for the craft, but more out of my desire to share this important piece of history with the greater public.


Dubai, the ultimate city of life, was the natural choice to host the Moving Image Museum. Not only do I feel an immense amount of gratitude and responsibility to the city that has helped me grow my business and where many of my ideas were incubated, but I also feel that Dubai’s growing Art Culture is the perfect backdrop for the historical journey of one of the most important forms of expression – the moving image.


Under the esteemed guidance and visionary leadership of His Highness Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Dubai has grown into a bustling and inspiring metropolis. I hope that this Museum can add, even in a small way, to his overall vision for the city.


I’m also grateful to MCN and its international partners IPG for sharing my passion and hosting this museum at MCN Hive in TECOM.


I hope it helps to stimulate in others the passion I have for the moving image and in turn inspire iconic, challenging, and creative thinking.”

Patron of the Arts Award 2013:

Mr.Akram Miknas was lauded Patrons of the Arts 2013 at the Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum Patrons of the Arts award on 13th May 2013. This esteemed award was for his contribution to the arts and culture scene in Dubai – honoring the Dubai Moving Image Museum – created and developed by Miknas.


Amongst those honored at the Awards this year was MCN client Dubai Duty Free, and others including Emaar, Emirates Airlines and AGMC BMW.


In the presence of the UAE Vice President and Prime Minister and Ruler of Dubai His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, the “Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid al Maktoum Patrons of the Arts Awards” celebrated the 4th edition at JW Marriott Marquis Dubai Hotel.


The ceremony was attended by H.H. Sheikh Maktoum bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Deputy Ruler of Dubai, Mohammed Ahmed Al-Murr, Speaker of Federal National Council (FNC), H.H. Sheikh Majed bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Chairman of Dubai Culture and Arts Authority, H.H. Sheikh Saeed bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Abdul Rahman bin Mohammed Al Owais, Minister of Health, Mohammed Ibrahim Al Shaibani, Director General of Dubai Ruler’s Court, Khalifa Saeed Suleiman, Director-General of the Department of Protocols and Hospitality in Dubai, a number of senior officials and renowned figures from the economic and cultural sectors in the UAE.


At a ceremony that highlighted the remarkable achievements and evolution of Dubai’s cultural scene, the Dubai Culture & Arts Authority (Dubai Culture) honoured 40 organisations and individuals with the Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum Patrons of the Arts Awards for their committed support and generous contribution to strengthening the cultural and arts sector of the city.


Now in its fourth cycle, the Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum Patrons of the Arts Awards is a flagship initiative by Dubai Culture and the first and only one of its kind honour in the region that recognises patronage to culture and the arts. The 40 honourees contributed over AED170 million to the arts scene in 2012, underlining the growing contribution of organisations and individuals to nurture and build various artforms and cultural initiatives elevating Dubai’s status as a global cultural hub.
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